The effect of a twelve-week dropout intervention program.
The problem of the high school dropout has been of serious concern to educators, service agencies, and society for many years. The problem has reached epidemic proportions in large urban communities with high concentrations of minority youngsters from low-income families. Given the magnitude of this problem from both the economic and humanistic perspective, the purpose of the study was to determine the effect of a twelve-week intervention program on potential dropouts. It was initiated in the Spring of the 1981-82 school year with a follow-up on the retention and absence rates in the fall of the same year. The results of the intervention revealed that the experimental intervention did impact significantly upon both variables of primary concern in the study, the retention and absence rates; the four affective measures of student attitude were not significantly affected by the program. These results pose serious questions concerning the generalizations of the self-concept to academic achievement.